
From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Rob Walton - NOAA Federal 
Jacobson, Martin 
3/27/2015 5:28:40 PM 
erosion ... 

I received your voice mail but don't seem to have your phone number... would you call again please? 

On Fri, Mar 27,2015 at 9:36AM, Rob Walton- NOAA Federal <rob.walton@noaa.gov> wrote: 
Marty, Alan suggested I coordinate with you on our erosion assignment... would you call to discuss when you have a 
chance? 

Thanks 

Rob Walton 503 231-2285 
----------Forwarded message ----------
From: Carlin, Jayne <Carlin.Jayne@epa.gov> 
Date: Wed, Mar 25, 2015 at 4:53PM 
Subject: Reminder: March 26 Oregon CZARA Agriculture Technical Workgroup Meeting 
To: "allison. castellan@noaa. gov" <allison. castellan@noaa. gov>, "rob. walton@noaa. gov" <rob. walton@noaa. gov>, 
"Henning, Alan" <Henning.Alan@epa.gov>, "Wu, Jennifer" <Wu.Jennifer@epa.gov>, "Jacobson, Martin" 
<Jacobson.Martin@epa.gov>, "Flahive, Katie" <Flahive.Katie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Peak, Nicholas" <Peak.Nicholas@epa.gov>, "Waye, Don" <Waye.Don@epa.gov>, "Byrne, Jennifer" 
<Byrne.Jennifer@epa.gov>, "Croxton, Dave" <Croxton.David@epa.gov> 

Oregon CZARA Agriculture Technical Workgroup Meeting 

March 26 at 1 pm OR/WA or 4 pm MD/VA 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-N·o-n:Res.porl"sihle-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·~ 

Agenda 

News/Updates 

Responses to Marty's questions* 

Setting up agenda for information sharing meeting with ODA, ODEQ & ODLCD management/staff in May/early 
June (got the go ahead!) 

* 1. Hm1· docs ODA determine if a current agricultural practice is preventing the gnmth recovery ofriparian vegetation? Is there some 
sort ofmctric (e.g. density height o(11·oor~v vegetation: grazing density) that is used? 

The ODA Agricultural Water Quality Management Program docmnents landscape conditions to determine if an agricultural actiYity is 
preyenting the establishment and growth of site capable streamside yegetation that prO\ ides the required functions. These functions are 
normally shade. bank: stability. and filtration/infiltration of oyerland flows. The Ag WQ Program looks at the outcomes of any agricultural 
actiYity. 
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To im estigate any potential impact from agricultural actiYities. the Ag WQ Program uses the concept of site capable streamside yegetatio11 
Site capable yegetation is the yegetation that can be e~vected to grow at a particular site. giyen natural site factors (e.g .. eleYatimt soils. 
climate. hydrology. wildlife. fire. floods. etc.) and any historical and current lnunan influences (e.g .. legacy issues such as stream 
clmmelizatio11 roads. modified stream flows. past land management). We determine site capable yegetationfor a specific site based on factors 
such as: current stream side yegetation at the site. streamside yegetation at nearby reference sites with similar natural characteristics. USDA 
NRCS soil sun eys. and local or regional researclt 

Once on site we conduct at least one riparian transect at the bank full line. Normally we collect 100 sampling points per transect. At each 
point. which is a step of the left or right foot. we record. yegetation at the grmmd. slm1b. and tree layers. This allows us to document if we 
hm e site capable yegetation and the ftmctions they prO\ ide at the site. Tllis documentation is especially useftJl to measure imprO\ ement 0\ er 
time as we will repeat the transect when a follow-up site Yisit is required to acllieye compliance. and compare the first and second transects. 

As pa11 of the docmnentation we will also describe the riparian area. We will document and summarize information such as riparian area 
wid tit yegetatiYe species. plant height. ground coyer. presence of im asiye species. and agricultural actiYity impacts. We acllieye tins 
primarily with photo documentation and associated narratiYe descriptions. 

In additio11 we will also document indicators of compliance. such as: bare grmmd. slumping and unstable bmJl(S and res1Jlting erosio11 
presence and concentration of hoof prints. manure accumulatiOil liyestock patiiS along ti1e waterway. liyestock stream access points. and 
oti1ers. 

We will also attempt to document the inteiiSity. frequency. duratio11 and season of grazing to suppmi ti1e landscape obsen atioiiS if liyestock 
are im oh ed. 

2. 2. Hmr is the effectiveness oft he SI.4 program being evaluated? Is the evaluation tied to 1ratcr quality? JfODA or a local agency 
1wrks 1rith landomzcrs to upgrade all parcels in a 1ratcrshcd to the 110 concern or lmr concern categories. docs that suggest 1ratcr quality 
1rill meet standards or at least improve substantially? JfODA.finds this is not the case. 1rill there be an opportunity to reassess the criteria 
that defines 110 concern. lmr concern. etc.? 

Currently. "e hm e implemented t\Yo SIA .. test nuiS··. SIA eyaluation is liiJl.;:ed to the purpose of the SIA. Its purpose is to eyaluate compliance 
in small geograpllic areas by classif}ing landscape conditio liS to deternline the potential for agriCJJltural actiYities to impact \Yater quality. If a 
.. concern .. (10\Y. moderate. sig~Iificant/serious) is identified. the lando\Yner is referred to the local Soil and Water Co liSen ation District (or 
other coiiSen ation prO\ ider) to address conceniS. If ODA deternlines that there is non-compliance. and the landO\nler chooses not to \York 
"ith SWCD's Yohmtarily. then enforcement actio liS can be take11 --success .. is deternlined by eiiSuring that all ag~·iculture in the SIA is not 
polluting" aters of the state Yia their ag~·icultural actiYities. 

We recog~Iize that actiYe \Yater quality sampling is an optinnun measme of prog~·anunatic success. but prog~·am and agency capacity linlitatioiiS 
preyent us from deYeloping a nmch more Yigorous mmlitoring process. Ho\YeYer. as pmi of om SIA prioritization process. "e include existing 
Ambient Water Quality mmlitoring sites as pmi of the SIA location deternlination priority matrix. 

The SIA process "as deYeloped to eyaluate and quantif} potential compliance and prO\ ide a Yellicle to identif} and address non-compliance. 
The goal of the SIA process is to establish all ag~·iCJJltural prope1iies in the SIA as of a 10\Y or no concem Om interpretation is that .. 10\Y .. 
concern equals likely compliance and .. no·· concern equals compliance "ith the Ag~·icultural Water Quality reg~JlatioiiS. 

To meet \Yater quality standards is a collectiYe effmi amongst alllando\Yners and land uses" itllin a" atershed. We e~1)ect that if\Ye can linlit 
the ag~·iCJJltural actiYities impacts on \Yater quality. thereby allo\Ying stremllSide yegetation to establislt the SIA process" ill result in 
beneficial landscape conditioiiS. linliting ag~"iculture ·s impact on \Yater quality. 

As nJOYe fom ard "ith SIA implementation" e "ill contimmlly assess. eyaluate. and refine the SIA criteria and process to eiiSme that 
ag~·iculture contiimes to imprO\ e landscape conditio liS "llich leads to imprO\ ed \Yater quality. 

Action Items 
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Ag MMs reviews 

CAFOs: Jayne, Alan & Rob 

Grazing: Alan, Rob (Jayne) 

Erosion: Rob, Marty 

Pesticides: Jenny 

Nutrients: Marty 

Irrigation: Alan 

Koto, DEQ, is compiling all plan reviews and comments and will provide her evaluations to us by the end of the 
month. Alan is arranging Koto to join us to discuss her evaluations sometime in April. 

Rob will revise his paper to address concerns and suggestions made during the call including adding more scientific 
detail. 

Jayne will follow up with Christine on how to arrange an information sharing meeting with management and staff 
sometime in May (done) and the status of her following up with Katie Koba and Richard Whitman on encouraging 
the state agencies to work with us at the technical staff level. 

Cheers, 

Jayne 

Jayne Carlin, WaJ:ersh eds Unit 
US EPA Region 1 0 
1200 6th Ave, Suite 900 (OWW-134) 
Seattle, WA 98101-3140 
(206) 553-8512 
carlin.jayne@epagov 

www. epa gov/r1 Oearth/tm dl. htm 

yosemite.epa.gov/RIO/ecocomm.nsf/Watershed+Collaboration/State+Tribal+NPS 
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Rob Walton 
Senior Policy Advisor 
Oregon-Washington Coastal Area Office, NOAA Fisheries West Coast Region 
Desk phone #: 503 231-2285 
!---E~·.-·s·-~-·Pe-rs·o-nai-·Fi·;:·i~acy._! 
i... ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 
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